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Abstract

Animals play an important role in the ecosystem. The search for food in human society,
the hunting for food for the survival of other species is recorded by the Tamil Poets, on the basis
of a natural law called the 'food chain'. Thus, the purpose of this article is to explore the dietary
habits of two different carnivores, the otter and the wolf, featured in the Sangam hymns. The otters
that live in the waters of the desert, hunting and eating swordfish as their morning food, can be
learned from the books such as the Aynkurunooru. It describes the body adaptations of the otter,
its swimming patterns, and the biological mechanisms by which it lives and sleeps in tree trunks.
On the other hand, Sangam Literature exhibits the ways in which wolves, which hunt in hordes on
the ground, attack and kill wild boar and deer with their sharp teeth. In particular, the ecological
bonding of the male wolf in search of a mating and offspring has been analyzed in detail through
hundreds of songs. With such references, the article demonstrates how closely the Tamils of the

Sangam period observed the behaviour and ecological backgrounds of animals.
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