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Abstract

Agriculture is a vital sector that ensures the production of food, the fundamental
necessity of human life. In ancient Tamil society, agriculture was not merely an economic
activity but functioned as an integrated system encompassing managerial skills. This study
examines agricultural practices found in classical Tamil texts, particularly Sangam literature and
the Thirukkural, and brings out the embedded management principles within them.

Literary evidence indicates that processes such as land selection, ploughing, sowing, irrigation,
weeding, and harvesting were carried out in a planned and systematic manner. Furthermore,
managerial aspects such as the selection of competent workers, delegation of responsibilities,
adaptation to seasonal changes, and efficient utilization of resources are clearly evident. The
study emphasizes that the agricultural knowledge and management practices of the ancient

Tamils serve as a precursor to modern sustainable agricultural systems.
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